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This is a definitive new history of Russia from early Rus1 to the successor
states that emerged after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Volume I encom-
passes developments before the reign of Peter I; volume II covers the
'imperial era\ from Peter's time to the fall of the monarchy in March 1917;
and volume III continues the story through to the end of the twentieth
century. At the core of all three volumes are the Russians, the lands which
they have inhabited and the polities that ruled them, while other peoples
and territories have also been given generous coverage for the periods
when they came under Riurikid, Romanov and Soviet rule. The distinct
voices of individual contributors provide a multitude of perspectives on
Russia's diverse and controversial millennial history.

This first volume of the Cambridge History ofKt/ssid covers the period
from early ("Kievarf) Rus' to the start of Peter the (ireafs reign in 1689. It
surveys the development of Russia through the Mongol invasions to the
expansion of the Muscovite state in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries and deals with political, social, economic and cultural issues
under the Riurikid and early Romanov rulers. The volume is organised on
a primarily chronological basis, but a number of general themes are also
addressed, including the bases of political legitimacy; law and society; the
interactions of Russians and non-Russians; and the relationship of the
state with the Orthodox Church. The international team of authors incor-
porates the latest Russian and Western scholarship and offers an authori-
tative new account of the formative *pre-Petrine* period of Russian history,
before the process of Kuropcanisation had made a significant impact on
society and culture.


