
"Deeply researched, insightful , and sharply focused, The Fervent Embrace ap­

pears at a t ime w h e n fore ign/ in ternat ional relat ions history is wak ing up to the 

c ruc ia l impor tance of re l ig ion in shaping pol icy. Carenen 's cut t ing-edge, d is­

cern ing analysis w i l l prove valuable to scholars and students of foreign relations 

history, domest i c pol i t ics, and rel igious studies." 

- F R A N K COSTIGL IOLA, University of Connec t i cu t 

"The Fervent Embrace is the product of remarkable research and shows a c o m ­

mendab le mastery and balance. A w e l c o m e cont r ibut ion. " 

- S T E P H E N S P E C T O R , Stony Brook University 

W h e n Israel dec lared its independence in 1948, Harry Truman issued a m e m o 

recogn iz ing the Israeli government wi th in eleven minutes. Today, the U.S. and 

Israel con t inue on as partners in an at t imes controvers ia l a l l iance—an al l iance, 

many argue, that is powerfu l ly in f luenced by the Chr is t ian Right. In The Fervent 

Embrace, Cai t l in Carenen chron ic les the Amer ican Chr is t ian relat ionship wi th 

Israel, t rac ing first mainl ine Protestant and then evangel ica l support for Z ion ism. 

In the af termath of the Holocaust , Amer ican l iberal Protestants argued that 

Amer ica had a mora l humani tar ian duty to support Israel. Chr ist ian ant i -Semi ­

t ism had helped br ing about the Holocaust , they dec lared, and so Christ ians 

must help make amends. Moreover , a stable and democra t ic Israel wou ld no 

doub t make the Midd le East a safer p lace for future Amer ican interests. Carenen 

argues that it was this mainl ine Protestant posi t ion that laid the foundat ion for 

the current evangel ica l Protestant suppor t for Israel, wh i ch is based primari ly on 

theo log ica l grounds. 

Drawing o n previously unexp lo red arch iva l mater ia l f rom Amer ican and Is­

raeli archives, this vo l ume tel ls the ful l story of the Amer ican Christ ian-Israel 

re lat ionship, br inging the var ious "p layers"—Amer ican l iberal Protestants, 

Amer ican Evangel icals, Amer ican Jews , and Israelis—together into one histor i ­

ca l narrat ive. 
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