Paideia commentaries explore how New Testament texts form Christian readers By;;
* Attending to the ancient narrative and rhetorical strategies the text employs
¢ Showing how the text shapes theological convictions and moral habits
* Commenting on the final, canonical form of each New Testament book
* Focusing on the cultural, literary, and theological settings of the text = =
. Makmg judicious use of maps, photos, and sidebars in a reader-frxendly forrnat

“Most commentaries rewrite earlier commentaries. The better ones, to the conﬁ‘ary,"
often go their own way. Talbert’s work happily is of the latter type. It regularly offers
fresh readings and new comparative inaterxals especially from Grece—Roman soumés.
This is not a tired rehashing but a welcome contribution.” ¥

—Dale C. Allison Jr., Pittsburgh Theologlcal Semmary

“In this stimulating reading of Matthew’s Gospel, Charles Talbert draws on his ex- .
tensive learning to attend insightfully to various cultural, literary, and theological
dimensions of the Gospel. Students will find his clear prose, 1n51ghtful discussion, and
theologlcal reflections especially valuable. I will be addmg this commentafy to course

bibliographies.” ,
—Warren Carter, Brite Dlvuuty School, Texas Chﬂ&tlan Umversxty

?

“This is a remarkabie book! In brief compass, Talbert prov1des a fresh read*ﬁg st :
Matthew’s Gospel as a book that is grace-oriented from start to finish. His interpreta-
tions are lucid and compelling, arising from analysis of the text on its own terms and
in consideration of its literary and historical contexts. Students and chtrch leaders will
value this book as either a first introduction to the Gospel of Matthe’w or a refre:
volume that will update (and possibly correct) what they have read previously” "

~ —Mark Allan Powell, Trinity Lutheran Sennnary%

“With an impressive command of hlstorxcal ’textual literary, cultural -and theologlcal |
issues, Charles Talbert has produced a commentary on Matthew that is lucid, compel-
ling, and emmently useful for interpretation and proclamation. In a: crowded ﬁéld of
volumes on the First Gospel, this one stands out.” - ’

—Thomas G. Long, Candler School of Theology, Emory Umversny T,

Charles H. Talbert (PhD, Van&erbllt Umvlefsxty) is distinguished professor of religion ¢ ¢§
Baylor University. He is the author of many books, including Ephesians and Colosm
‘in the Pmdena series and Reading the Sermon on the Mount.




