
Preface

This volume of LNCS contains all of the papers that were presented at the 2nd International
Conference on Advances in Pattern Recognition held in Rio between the 11th and 14th of
March, 2001. The conference was first organised in November 1998 in Plymouth UK as a
platform to bring invited speakers to a key small scale meeting where ideas can be shared in a
scientific environment. Philosophically, the conference encourages papers that focus on the
advances in the field of pattern recognition. As such, the emphasis has been on open exchange
of ideas. Paper presentation and discussion of technical issues is given more time and more
focus using a single track for the conference. The conference encourages individuality and
creativity in the scientific context with the aim of fostering new ideas that will lay the
foundations of future scientific work in this area.

ICAPR’2001 has been organised to bring together key plenary speeches by leading
researchers in pattern recognition. The plenary speakers include Prof. Ruspini from SRI,
USA, Prof. Pentland from MIT Media Lab, USA, Prof. Bunke from University of Berne,
Switzerland, Prof. Fukuda from Nagoya University, Japan and Prof. Vaclav Hlavac from
Czech Technical University, Czech Republic. Detailed knowledge of specific domains is
made available through the tutorial programme on the first day of the conference. The key
themes under which the papers have been submitted and accepted include neural networks
and evolutionary computation, character recognition and document analysis, feature selection,
pattern recognition, and image/signal processing theory and applications.

ICAPR’2001 is a fully reviewed conference and as such we are thankful to a number of people
for their contribution to the review process. Also, thanks are due to the local arrangements
committee for making the conference possible in Rio. The support from the International
Association of Pattern Recognition has been key to generating good publicity in the pattern
recognition community. The conference is also supported by the British Computer Society.
Our thanks are due to the International University in Germany, Tuiuti University of Parana,
and VARIG who have financially helped make this conference a success. We would like to
thank Springer-Verlag for continuing to support this conference series. Springer London
printed the previous proceeding of the UK conference in 1998 as a book. We hope that
Springer will continue to support this conference series in the future.

For any conference, its success is determined by the quality of publications it has and the
longevity of the research papers that appear in its proceedings. We hope that this LNCS
volume will meet these expectations. To make this possible, the authors and attendees of the
conference can not be thanked enough.
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