
Nev er perhaps has au t ho r w r i t t e n 

so l i t t l e and been read so m uch . It  

should be w elco m e n ew s, t h er e f o r e , 

t hat  two o f Ken n et h Gr ah am e' s m anu-

scr ip t s, no w in t h e possession o f t h e 

Bod leian Li b r ar y , are g r acio usly p er -

m i t t ed t o be pub l ished f o r t he f i r st  

t im e. These are a ser ies o f l e t t er s 

f r o m t h e au t ho r t o his sm al l so n , l i n k -

ing up t h e f i r st  w h isp er o f  The Wind 

in the Willows w i t h t h e book i t se l f ; 

and a p er f ect  l i t t l e ch i ld ' s t ale cal led 

'  Ber t ie ' s Escapade,' w h i ch , as M ole 

and so m e o f his co l leagues appear jn 

i t , co nst i t u t es ano t her ' f i r s t  w h i sp e r . '  

In her Pref ace M rs Ken n et h Gr aham e 

has r elat ed m any inciden t s in t he l ives 

o f f at her and son — ' t h e List en er '  w h o 

*  hear kens so elo q uen t l y , ' and ' t h e 

St o r y -Te l l e r , '  cr eat o r s o f  The Wind in 

the Willows. 



Of this famous book, Mr A. A. M ILNE w r it es:— 

' For the last  ten or t w elve years I have 

been recommending it . Usually I speak about  

it  at  my f irst  meet ing w it h a st ranger. It  is my 

opening remark, just  as yours is something 

fut ile about  the w eat her. If  I don' t  get  it  in 

at  the beginning, I squeeze it  in at  t he end. The 

st ranger has got  t o have it  some t ime. Should 

I ever f ind myself  in the dock, and one never 

knows, my answer t o the quest ion w het her I 

had anything t o say would be, " W e l l , my lord, 

if  I might  just  recommend a book t o the jury 

before leaving."  . . . It  is what  I call a House-

hold Book. By a Household Book I mean a 

book which everybody in the household loves 

and quotes cont inually ever af t erw ards; a book 

which is read aloud t o every new guest  and is 

regarded as a touchstone of his w or t h.'  


